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On April 4, about 30 members of the Nora Astorga Northern Front, a recently-established women's
rebel group, blocked a stretch of the Pan American Highway outside of Ocotal. The protesters then
organized a march into town where they occupied a radio station and telecommunications office.
Spokespersons said their actions were aimed at pressuring the government into providing basic
services for local residents. A woman who identified herself as head of the rebel high command
said, "During the [February 1990] electoral campaign, candidate Violeta Chamorro traveled to
this area and made lots of promises. Since then, she has forgotten about us. There is no work in
Ocotal. The poverty is so extreme that people are dying of hunger." The women are demanding
that the government provide small business loans and financing to bring the town's sawmill back
into production, funding for health care facilities, and an increase in pensions for retirees and
war victims. Next, the rebels are asking for 20 sewing machines for local cooperatives, as well as
constuction materials and lots to build homes. In addition, the Nora Astorga Northern Front is
lobbying members of the National Assembly to revise legislation regarding domestic relations and
paternal child support, and for harsher sanctions imposed on individuals convicted of rape and
other forms of sexual abuse. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 04/04/92, 04/06/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

